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PYTHAGORAS, pit THAG ok rus (580 p.c.7—?), was

a Greek philosopher and mathematician. He was fa- when D_..J& Whnere was ?r’ﬂ (as UDH: 4

mous for formulating the Pythagorean Theorem, but its m

principles were known earlier. The theorem states that

the aquare of the hypotenuse of a right-angled triangle

is equal to the sum of the squares of the other two sides.
Ag a philosopher, Pythagoras taught that number wag

the essence of all things. He mystically associated num-

bers with virtues, colors, and many other ideas. He also

taught that the human soul is immortal and.that after v o,

death it moves into ancther living body, sometimes that Tell about theee (3) of _uv. th WWD ras 1deas.
of an animal. This idea, called fransmigration of the soud,
appears in many carly religions. It is still the belief of w N-
many of the Hindu sects of India. Pythagoras may have

obtained some of his ideas during travels in the East.

Pythagoras belicved that the earth was spherical and
that the sun, moon, and planets have movements of
their own. His successors developed the idea that the
earth revalved about a central fire, This belief antici-
pated the Copemican theory of the univeme (see
Corernicus, NigoLaus).

Little is known of Pythagoras’ early life, but scholarms
believe that he was born on the island of Samos. In
about 529 p.c., he settled in Crotona, Italy, and found-
ed a school (brotherhcod) among the aristacrais of
that city. The people were
suspicious of the Pythag- Pythagoras
orean brotherhood because Brown Bros.
its members were aristo
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crats, and killed most of
them in a political uprising,
Historians do not know
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outbreak of violence and
escaped death there, or was
killed in it. The brother-
hood of aristocrats was £-
nally destroyed in the 400°s
B.0.
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